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MINUTES
of the meeting of 17 March 2010, from 15.00 to 16.00

Brussels

The meeting opened at 15.00 on Wednesday, 17 March 2010, with Struan Stevenson (Chair)
in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 439.022)

The agenda was approved. 

2. Approval of minutes of the meeting of 4 February 2010 (PE 439.023)

The minutes were approved. 

3. Chair’s announcements

The Chair informed that Ms. Eva-Britt Svensson, the Chair of the Committee on Women's 
Rights and Gender Equality has sent a letter to the Chair of the Delegations Chairs, Mr. 
Yanez-Barnuevo Garcia in order to invite all delegations dealing with third countries and
parliamentary assemblies to appoint one of their Members as responsible for 
implementing gender mainstreaming in the work of delegations. The Chair asked if there 
were any Members who might volunteer for this position. It was agreed that an email 
would be circulated to Members so as expression of interest to be manifested. 

4. Exchange of views on the Iraqi national elections of 7 March 2010, in the presence 
of: 
- H.E. Mr Mohammed Jawad AL-DOREKY, Ambassador of Iraq, and

- Ms. Patricia LLOMBART CUSSAC, Head of Unit for relations with the Gulf 
countries, Iran, Iraq and Yemen at the European Commission

Mr Struan Stevenson recalled his frustration of not being able to visit Iraq before the 
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elections of 7 March, as the request of authorisation was refused a second time by the 
Conference of Presidents. He praised the Iraqi people for the courage of voting in highly 
significant numbers against the background of threats of intimidation, violence and actual 
bomb and mortar attacks and stressed that the elections are a further step forward in the 
democratic process. 

He, nevertheless, stressed that widespread allegations of fraud were brought to his knowledge 
and gave him deep cause for concern. He informed that, therefore, he published a press 
release in Arab media inviting anybody who witnessed irregularities or cheating, during the 
elections, to send him an email with concrete facts. 

The Chair informed that he integrated the results of all the information received in a report. 
The document was distributed during the meeting to the Members only. He stressed that there 
is no way in which he could verify the truth of the respective allegations, but that he thinks 
they should be presented to the Iraqi Ambassador to give to the Iraqi Independent High 
Election Commission (IHEC) in Baghdad for them to investigate and report back to the 
Delegation. 

Ms Ana Gomes expressed her surprise and rejection on these actions taken by the Chair, 
without consulting the Members. She expressed the opinion that the judgmental statements of 
the Chair were inappropriate and might have serious consequences on the relation between the 
European Parliament and the Iraqi Council of Representatives. On the other hand, she stressed 
also the frustration of not being able to go to Iraq even though many observers were present to 
the elections, but recalled, in the same time, that the European Union did not have an election 
observation mission and that this type of mission is deployed under very strict rules which 
have to be observed by all Members. 

The Chair apologised to the Members who might have felt offended by his declarations and 
explained that he received numerous letters from senior Iraqi politicians stressing that his 
public remarks made difficult for frauds to continue, especially concerning the manipulation 
of final figures. 

Mr Alejo Vidal-Quadras stressed that it is appropriate and in the range of competencies of 
the Chair to gather information and provide to the Members substantial material for valid 
conclusions. He, nevertheless, draw the attention on the importance to separate personal 
opinions and the official positions of the Chair of the Delegation. 

He mentioned that he was aware of allegations concerning continuous attempts of foreign 
political factors to intervene in the Iraqi elections, while stressing that all that European 
Parliament could do is be informed and try to be helpful and to support the Iraqi sovereignty. 
In context, he specified that the Delegation could have an exchange of views on the substance 
of the Chair's report, at another meeting. 

Ms Esther De Lange supported the position expressed by Mrs. Gomes from the procedural 
point of view, while stressing that the issue should be discussed, on substance, at another 
meeting, opinion stressed also by Mr Tunne Kelam. Ms De Lange praised the Iraqi citizens 
for being extremely brave in casting their votes in critical conditions. Referring to the voting 
outside Iraq, she mentioned a concrete situation, in Utrecht, where she had information that a 
large number of Iraqis couldn't vote from procedural reasons. 

 HE Ambassador Mohammed Jawad Al-Doreky stressed the importance of these elections, 
as second cycle after the dictatorship, especially that the government to be formed will be the 
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first one to rule the country after the withdrawal of the foreign military forces. He thanked 
Members who commended the large participation of Iraqis to vote. He stressed the efforts 
made for a good organisation of the elections, mentioning that IHEC members were chosen 
by the parliament and that United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) supported 
them continuously. He stressed that the elections were under the scrutiny of a large number of 
monitors and observers, national and international. He acknowledged that frauds might exist, 
but stressed that if there are accusations of fraud they should be brought to the attention of the 
IHEC (further step, to Court). He underlined that accepting allegations from people non-
identifiable or writing articles on that matter will not help solving the problem but could bring 
a lot of damage to the Iraqi - EU relation. In context, he stressed that in Iraq the People's 
Mujahedin of Iran (PMOI) is considered a terrorist organization. For clarifying the position of 
the Members of the Delegation, he asked for a statement to be issued in which to be specified 
that the Delegation is not taking sides and is waiting for the results of the elections and for the 
report of EU monitors. 

Mr Stevenson replied stressing that his aspirations are to support all Iraqis in seeking free, 
democratic, open society, including the end of insurgency. He underlined that he has not been 
hijacked by any political party or entity in Iraq, that he is not supporting a particular party; he 
is not biast in any way and looks forward to work with any new government in Iraq. He 
stressed also the importance for an emerging democracy to handle the allegations of fraud in 
elections, and that that could be handled by the IHEC. 

Ms. Patricia Llombart Cussac welcomed the commitment of the Iraqis to the democracy 
and recalled the positive statements regarding the elections of  EU HR / VP Catherine Ashton 
and of the President of the European Parliament Jerzy Buzek. She referred to the concrete 
work of the Election Assessment Team (EAT), specifying that it is not election observation 
mission, as the security conditions didn't allow a full deployment of such a mission. The 
interim reports of EAT were being distributed to Members. EU is supporting IHEC, through 
UNAMI. She stressed that it is too early for a full analysis, as the process of counting the 
votes, especially from outside the country, continues. Complaints can be transmitted to IHEC 
until the end of March. She referred to a statement of UN Envoy Ed Melkert who stressed that 
the most important thing is the results to be accepted by the Iraqi people and that the new 
Iraqi government is supported by the population, beyond political or community affiliation.  

Concluding the meeting, the Chair asked and received the agreement of the Members for: 
- submitting his report with regard to the alleged frauds at the Iraqi elections to the Iraqi 
Ambassador in Brussels in order to be further submitted to the IHEC for the investigation of 
the allegations; 
- sending the same report to the European Union HR / VP Catherine Ashton as well as to Mr. 
Gabriele Albertini, the Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the European Parliament. 

The other request of the Chair regarding the publicising of the report was not approved by the 
Delegation. 

5. Any other business

H.E. Ambassador Mohammed Jawad Al-Doreky announced that his mission to Brussels is 
coming to an end. On this occasion, the Chair expressed his gratitude for the fruitful and 
constant cooperation of the Ambassador with the European Parliament Delegation for 
relations with Iraq, opinion shared by all the Members of the Delegation. 
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6. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting will take place in Brussels on 26 April 2010. 

The meeting closed at 16.10.
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