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Don't be fooled: MEK is a terrorist group CCIW'II

Is it possible that a terrorist organization that has killed Americans and

By:CNN

tortures its own members could organize a massive lobbying campaign
to manipulate U.S. national security decisions?

It's happening before our very eyes.

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton is due to decide soon whether the
Iranian Mujahedin-e Khalg (MEK) should remain on the State Depart-
ment's list of Foreign Terrorist Organizations or be delisted and free to

raise taxpayer support for their operations. Cont.p2

Mojahedin-e Khalq after 46 years
By: Sahar Family Foundation

The ridiculous show of holding a party congress and choosing the
general secretary of the Mojahedin Khalg (MKO, MEK, Rajavi cult)

According to information received from inside the Ashraf cultic garson,
the leaders of the MEK had made a huge investment on being re-
moved from the US list of foreign terrorist organizations (FTO) and
believed this would be their guarantee for survival as long as their in-
ternal crisis are concerned. In this regard the Rajavi cult had spent

enormous amount of money on this campaign.

MKO's big-money push to get off US terrorist list
v CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

ONITOR

SPECIAL INVESTIGATION: A roster of influential former US officials is
speaking at rallies in support of removing the MEK, an Iranian opposi-

By: Christian Science Monitor

tion group with a violent anti-American history, from the US terrorist
list. A decision is expected within weeks.
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The State Department says
that throughout the 1970s,
the MEK staged terrorist at-
tacks inside Iran, and killed
several U.S. military person-
nel and civilians working on
defense projects in Tehran.
It also says MEK members
participated in the 1979
takeover of the U.S. Em-
bassy in Tehran.

But while the MEK remains
designated as a terrorist
group, it has managed to
leverage a caustic political
environment in the United
States, a humanitarian crisis
in Irag for which it bears
significant responsibility and
bundles of cash to pull off
one of the most insidious
pressure campaigns Wash-
ington has seen.

Recently, it came to light
that many of about 33 for-
mer U.S. officials who have
advocated delisting the MEK
have been paid to speak at
events sponsored by Iranian
groups that want it off the
list. Some of the officials
have since quietly backed
away, professing ignorance
about the group that had
presented itself innocuously
as an "Iranian opposition
movement."

Others, like Michael Mu-
kasey and Howard Dean,
have redoubled their efforts
in the midst of criticism and

recalibrated their message
to urge for delisting on hu-
manitarian grounds. But
while there is certainly a
humanitarian crisis for MEK
members, the organization's
leadership is directly culpa-
ble.

Opposing view: MEK is not a
terror group and must be
delisted While the MEK's
core leadership is based
comfortably in Paris, some
3,400 of its rank-and-file
members are based in the
organization's Iraq com-
pound, Camp Ashraf, along
the Iranian border. There,
they are held hostage to the
MEK leadership's efforts to
gain international support.
MEK advocates who claim
support for the group on
humanitarian grounds have
not answered key questions
about the group's inhumane
practices, outlined by Hu-
man Rights Watch, including
MEK's repeated threats of
suicide as a negotiating tac-
tic, according to a RAND
Corp. study.

The study, commissioned
for the Pentagon, says that
70% of the people at Camp
Ashraf joined after the
group moved to Iraq, and a
"substantial number of
these MEK members were
lured to Iraq under false
pretenses or did not have a
clear understanding of the

group's goals and methods

of operation -- particularly
with respect to its cult be-
havior -- and many have

been forced to remain
against their will."
Human Rights Watch has
documented torture by MEK
of members who have tried
to flee. Those who have
managed to escape report
that the MEK prevents those
in Ashraf from accessing
telephones, television,
Internet or any form of out-
side communication .
But the MEK leadership has
cleverly leveraged its an-
tagonism with the Iranian
regime to exploit U.S.-Iran
enmity and convince policy-
makers that the "the enemy
of my enemy is my friend."
In so doing, they have
largely managed to deflect
attention away from the
MEK's shadowy practices
and human rights abuses in
Ashraf.
The MEK leadership in Paris
has seized on deplorable
actions by the Iragi govern-
ment, which views the MEK
warily because of its close
ties it had with Saddam
Hussein, to argue for delist-
ing.
Under pressure from Iran,
Irag has waged incursions
into Ashraf that have re-
sulted in shameful losses of
Cont.p3
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life -- up to 34 killed. But
instead of pursuing a true
humanitarian solution, MEK
leadership cynically used
these events as public rela-
tions tools while obstructing
serious proposals, because
they would likely address
MEK's own abuses.

The MEK has argued against
any proposal that would let
its members to leave the
group. The New York Times
reports that U.S. efforts to
facilitate a humanitarian so-
lution have been blocked by
residents refusing to leave.
The U.N. High Commissioner
on Refugees has publicly
offered to facilitate a refu-
gee resettlement process
but has stated that individu-
als at Ashraf have refused
to renounce violence, a pre-
requisite to participating.
Ultimately, the driving force

behind the MEK's campaign
in the U.S. has come from
the same circles that cham-
pioned supposed dissidents
such as Ahmad Chalabi and
the Iragi National Congress
to build a groundswell of
support for the U.S. to in-
vade Iraq. Like those Iraqi
exiles, the MEK enjoys no
domestic legitimacy, vyet
claims to be Iran's "main
opposition." Most of the offi-
cials who repeat this have
no idea that the MEK is
among the most reviled
groups in Iran.[...]

Any doubts about this vio-
lent agenda were dispelled
last week at a pro-MEK con-
ference that revealed in
starkest terms yet how a
delisted MEK would be used.
"We need a very active tit-
for-tat policy," said Lt. Gen.
Thomas Mclnerney. "So
every time they kill

Americans, they have an
accident in Iran."

"I know that may sound too
militaristic," agreed former
CIA official John Sano, "but
you have to go with what
your enemy understands."
Clearly, delisting the MEK
has little to do with humani-
tarian concern or support
for a democratic Iran but is
instead a push for another
disastrous war of choice in
the Middle East.

Editor's note: Jamal Abdi is
the policy director of the
National Iranian American
Council, the largest grass-
roots organization repre-
senting the Iranian-
American community in the
United States. He previously
worked in Congress as a
policy adviser on foreign af-
fairs issues. He is based in
Washington.
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The latest internal news in-

forms us that the officials of
the MEK inside Ashraf garri-
son clearly said among
themselves that the MEK'’s
base in Iraqg can no longer
survive since an internal re-
volt is inevitable.

They suggested that the
only way to get out of this
adversity is to divert atten-
tion away from inside prob-
lems and concentrate on the
US list of FTOs to come out
of it and show it as a great
victory.

The MEK leaders know full
well that contrary to their
claim, to be or not to be in
the list does not strategi-
cally make much difference
in their destiny since they
are already in a fatal dead-
lock and they have no way
out of it. The use of propa-
ganda and publicity over the
list of FTO is to retain the
disappointed members both
inside Ashraf garrison and
those in the western coun-
tries, and to keep them
busy. The struggle to be re-
moved from the FTO list has
no strategic value and is
only a pastime for the mem-
bers.

After not succeeding in be-
ing de-proscribed in the
USA, which the MEK badly
needed in order to impose
control over the unhappy

members, a new wave of
discontentment arose
among the members and
supporters. The result which
the organization hoped to
gain after spending huge
amounts of money and
manpower turned out to be
the opposite. According to
the information received,
the members particularly
those in Ashraf garrison are
increasingly discontented
and protesting.

Since the Rajavi cult always
thinks of organizing a dem-
onstration or show when-
ever they are in a deadlock
in order to keep the minds
of the members busy and
diverted from the main sub-
ject, this time they thought
of forming a sham party
congress and internal elec-
tions to choose the so-called
general secretary of the
MEK. The organization also
decided to publicize the
matter by paid propaganda
in order to cover up the de-
feat in the campaign of be-
ing removed from the FTO
list.

The MEK has made up a lot
of fabricated lies in this re-
gards and therefore we, the
former members and the
families of the present
members of the Rajavi cult,
feel obliged to clarify a few
matters in order to counter
the misinformation

page 4

circulated by the MEK lead-
ers.

1. The Mojahedin-e Khalg
Organization is a destructive
mind control cult (which fits
exactly with the definitions
expressed by the experts)
and has never had a democ-
ratic structure within which
to have a party congress
and inside elections. Holding
a party congress and choos-
ing a general secretary has
always been purely formal-
istic in order to deceive pub-
lic opinion and the politi-
cians.

2. The totalitarian self-
imposed life-long leader of
the cult is Massoud Rajavi
who has appointed his wife
as his successor. All deci-
sions small and large are
made by him personally and
he considers himself the ab-
solute owner of the cult and
its members. Therefore the
title of general secretary for
any other person is nothing
but a disgusting deception.
3. Inside the MEK, titles
such as political bureau,
central committee, central
council, executive board,
and leadership council are
totally formalities and such
bodies either do not exist or
have no role in decision
making.
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Baghdad conference discusses legality of Mojahedin Khalq presence

Wisam al-Bayati, Press TV,
Baghdad, August 21, 2011
by:presstv

These people have come
together to discuss about
the legality of the presence
of the terrorist group of Mu-
jahedin Khalgh Organization
on their soil.

In this gathering organized
by the Iraqgi Justice associa-
tion, many Iraqgi officials,
tribal leaders and ordinary
people voiced their support
for the MKO victims that are
calling for expulsion of the
organization from their
country.

During the conference the
organizers and the atten-
dees stated that they have
sent a request to Iraqgi gov-
ernment to expel the MKO

saying that they launched a
campaign to collect one mil-
lion signatures to be at-
tached to the request.

They also reminded the
Iraqi policy makers of what
they called the crimes com-
mitted by MKO against the
Iraqgi citizens under Saddam
regime.

After the US invasion of Iraq
in 2003, American troops
disarmed MKO members
based at the training base
of the terrorist group at
Camp Ashraf -- about 60km
north of Baghdad.

There are many in Iraq say-
ing that despite the disar-
ment, the US and its allies .

delay evacuation of the camp-
They stressed that the US in-
tentions in this regard cannot
be peaceful as they have em-
phasized that they have plans
to use Iraq as a primary base
to launch attacks against the
neighboring countries.

The United States, Canada,
Irag and Iran have all desig-
nated the MKO as a terrorist
organization.

Iraqgi security forces took con-
trol of the camp, housing
3,500 people, on July 28.

The group is especially notori-
ous in Iran for siding with for-
mer Iraqi dictator Saddam
Hussein during the 1980-1988
Iran-Iraq war.
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Cont.p1

A high-powered array of for-
mer top American officials is
advocating removal from
the US terrorist list of a con-
troversial Iranian opposition
group with a long anti-
American history.

With a decision due within
weeks by Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton, former US
intelli-

four-star generals,

gence chiefs, governors,

and political heavyweights
are calling for the US gov-
ernment to take the Moja-
hedin-e Khalg (MEK/MKO)
off the terror list it shares
with Al Qaeda and Hezbol-
lah.

Many of these former high-
ranking US officials - who
represent the full political
spectrum - have been paid
tens of thousands of dollars
to speak in support of the
MEK.
They
MEK's
American past, and portray

rarely mention the
violent and anti-
the group not as terrorists
but as freedom fighters with
“values just like us,” as de-
mocrats-in-waiting ready to
serve as a vanguard of re-

gime change in Iran. Some

acknowledge that they knew
little about the group before
they were invited to speak
and were coached by MEK
supporters.

Their efforts may be work-
ing: Knowledgeable officials
say the millions of dollars
spent on the campaign have
raised political pressure to
remove the MEK from the
Foreign Terrorist Organiza-
tion (FTO) list to the highest
levels since the group -
whose record includes as-
sassinations of US military
advisers and attacks on US
diplomats - was one of the
first to be put there in
1997.[...]

"The people who are saying
[the MEK] are no longer ter-
rorists are also saying they
are democratic," says John
Limbert, a former US hos-
tage in Iran from 1979-
1981, who was US Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State
for Iran until last vyear.
"The have [the
MEK] changed their terrorist

issue is,

nature?" asks Ambassador
Limbert. "If they say, 'We
renounce terrorism,' I have
no confidence in that. What
is it in their past - or in

their present - that leads you
to have confidence in such a
statement?"

The State Dept. will be weigh-
ing many ramifications, from
how this will play out in the
streets of Tehran to how it will
affect US
ity.[...]
Legal cases have seen the MEK

strategic credibil-

removed from terror watch lists
on procedural grounds in the
UK and European Union in re-
cent years. A decision on the
US designation is now immi-
nent; a federal appeals court in
Washington last year ruled that
the State Dept. had violated
the group’s right to due proc-
ess, because it had not been
allowed to contest unclassified
information used to justify its
designation.

That information, submitted in
autumn 2009, disclosed that
“the MEK trained females at
Camp Ashraf in Iraq to perform
suicide attacks in Karbala” - a
called

charge the group

“manifestly implausible” in
court. It also included a US in-
telligence community assess-
ment that the MEK “retains a
limited capability and the intent
to use violence to achieve its

political goals.”
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A detailed 2009 report, pre-
pared for the US Depart-
ment of Defense by the
RAND Corp., notes further
that the MEK has made
"repeated requests ... to
have its weapons returned"
at Camp Ashraf, the military
camp given to the MEK by
Saddam

3,400 members remain, dis-

Hussein, where
armed.

Roots of the American label

American antipathy to the
MEK stretches
decades, when it was first
formed in the 1960s with an
anti-Us,
ideology.

back four

Marxist-Islamist
Violent “armed
struggle” was glorified from
the start.

The group assassinated at
least six US military advis-
ers and citizens in Iran in
the 1970s,

Islamic revolution and then

supported the

the seizure of the American
Embassy in 1979, and tried
to block any deal with what
it then called "the US, this
satanic

force threatening

the world ... the main ad-
versary."
US government documents

frequently use the term

"cult-like"
the MEK, and

"years of ideological train-

when describing

describe

ing" for members akin to
"brainwashing." The MEK
has long denied that it is a
cult and routinely charges
critics with being agents of
the Islamic Republic.
The MEK says it renounced
violence in 2001, after
claiming
350 attacks in 2000 and
2001, according to a RAND

tabulation. It is not known

responsibility for

to have carried out any at-

tacks for several vyears,
though a 2004 FBI report
found that the group was
"currently actively involved
in planning and executing
acts of terrorism."

That conclusion was based
on wiretaps of calls between
MEK bases and headquar-
ters in Iraq, France, and Los
Angeles that discussed
"specific acts of terrorism to
include bombings" - and
were corroborated by
French intelligence and Ger-
man police wiretaps, ac-
cording to the FBI report
Yet current US officials and
many Iran experts - hawks

and doves alike — question

CHRISTIAN

CIENCE
MONITOR

the MEK's ability to change in

light of the group's unique his-
tory and its cult-like charac-
teristics. They say the fact
that it is widely despised in-
side Iran also makes it a dan-
gerous tool to change Iran’s
Islamic regime.

All have been stunned by the
speed, heft, and sheer wealth
of the current delisting cam-
paign,
mined but fruitless efforts.

after years of deter-

Dismissing the terrorist label
Removing the terrorist desig-
nation is critical to the MEK to
bolster its legitimacy. It would
also enable the MEK to openly
fund-raise in the US - despite
having used fraudulent tech-
niques in the past that
prompted FBI investigations
into smuggling rings, forgery,
and fraud schemes that re-
sulted in prison time for doz-
ens of members.

A host of former American of-
ficials, in speech after speech
since December, dismiss the

MEK's terrorist designation. At
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more than a dozen events in
Washington and Europe
since December, they assert
instead that the group offers
a popular "third way” be-
tween failed dialogue with
the Islamic Republic and
military action.

"With Al Qaeda and Hamas,
you would never think they
would be able to drum up
this kind of support," one
State Dept. official told the
Monitor. "But with the MEK,
they trawl the halls of Con-
gress. Picture this with any
other terrorist group; find
one."

Talking points for the former
US officials often include
demanding that the Obama
administration "free" the
MEK from the terrorist list
and ensure "protection" of
Camp Ashraf before the
controversial enclave is
closed at the end of the
year by the Iragi govern-
ment of Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki.

Some argue that the MEK
“provided invaluable infor-
mation” to the US during
the Irag war, as Gen. Hugh
Shelton, the former Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff, did last month. Yet
current US officials have
publicly disputed that view,
and the 2009 RAND report
states that "the CIA unsuc-
cessfully attempted to per-
suade some MEK leaders to
leave the group and provide
intelligence information
about Iran."

The group is often credited
with announcing in 2002 the
existence of Iran’s unde-
clared uranium enrichment
facilities at Natanz, but ex-
perts widely believe the in-
telligence came from Israel
and was funneled through
the MEK. The State Dept., in
its October 2009 court filing,
noted that UN inspectors
say “much” of the informa-
tion they receive from the
MEK about Iran’s nuclear
program “has a political pur-

pose and has been wrong.”

Substantial fees

Former US officials taking
part in MEK-linked events
told the Monitor or con-
firmed publicly that they
received substantial fees,
paid by local Iranian-
American groups to speaker

bureaus that handle their

public appearances.

Rajavi has indeed inspired fa-
natical loyalty among some
MEK members. Her brief ar-
rest in France in 2003 on ter-
rorism

charges sparked a

wave of self-immolations.
Her portrait - along with that
of husband and co-leader Mas-
soud Rajavi, who has been in
hiding since 2003 - is as ubig-
uitous at Camp Ashraf as Sad-
dam Hussein’s once was
across Iragq, and Ayatollah
Khomeini’s still is in Iran.
Every day at the camp, the
MEK motto is heard: "Iran is
Rajavi, Rajavi is Iran. Iran is
Maryam, Maryam is Iran.”
Such praise therefore often
features at MEK-linked events
addressed by prominent
Americans, mixed with other
MEK talking points.

Howard Dean, the former
chairman of the Democratic
hailed
Rajavi in Berlin last March.

National Committee,

"Madame Rajavi does not
sound like a terrorist to me;
she sounds like a president,"

Mr. Dean said, gesturing
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toward the MEK leader from
the dais. "And her organiza-
tion should not be listed as
a terrorist organization. We
should be recognizing her as
the president of Iran."
Mr. Dean confirmed to the
Monitor that he received
payment for his appear-
ances, but said the focus on
high pay was “a diversion
inspired by those with a dif-
ferent view.”

Influence and money

Lee Hamilton, former co-
chair of the 9/11 Commis-
sion, told the Monitor he re-
ceived a "good fee" to speak
in Washington. He
"approved" of the MEK's 10-
point platform, which en-
shrines democracy, gender
equality, and freedom, but
added: "We all know it's a
piece of paper.... Now is
that in fact their practice? I
don't think I am the one to
judge that."

Hamilton told the audience
he remains "really puzzled"
about why the MEK remains
on the  terrorist list.
Former Pennsylvania Gov.
Ed Rendell also spoke at an
MEK-linked event and was
paid $20,000 for a 10-

minute speech. Mr. Rendell
confirmed that figure to the
Monitor, and said: “No
amount of money could
make me say something I
didn't believe.”

During his mid-July speech
in  Washington,
Rendell stated that he had

received a call on Monday,

however,

inviting him to appear the
following Saturday. He told
the audience that at first he
declined, telling his would-
be hosts: "I don't know
hardly anything about this
subject, so ... I don't think
I'm qualified to come."
Rendell thanked them for
convincing him to come
anyway, for briefing him
during the week, for the
material they sent, and for
further discussions that
morning.

"It's been a great learning
experience for me, and as a
result of what I've learned,
on Monday I will send a let-
ter to President Obama and
Secretary Clinton,
that the United

States is morally bound to

telling
them

do everything we can to en-
sure the safety of the resi-
dents of Camp Ashraf," said

Rendell.

That comment prompted a

standing ovation, followed by
Rendell's call for removal from
the terrorist list if, as his fel-
low speakers had indicated,
the "MEK is a force for good,
and the best hope we have."
Judge Mukasey told the Moni-
tor he received money for
some of his appearances, but
added that “the issue of fees
is a red herring. Al Gore gets
paid to speak about global
warming; does anyone ques-
tion the sincerity of his be-

liefs?”

One former US diplomatic offi-
cial told the Monitor he was
offered $25,000 to speak in
Paris last December, but de-
clined. He was told he could
deliver general remarks about
human rights in Iran and did
not have to mention the MEK,
though "the MEK link was
clear; there was no hiding of it
at all." In his case, he was told
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Iranians
foot the Dbill.

"Those who speak ...

"rich in  Europe"
would
have
every right in the world to
issue statements and make
speeches that say [the MEK]
ought to be off the terrorism
list," says this former offi-
cial, who asked not to be
named. "I just don't think
they should do it for
money."

Top-flight speakers include
Bill Richardson, the former
secretary of Energy; Gen.
Peter Pace, former Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff; Wesley Clark, the for-
mer Supreme Allied Com-
mander Europe of NATO;
and James Jones, President
Obama's former national
security adviser.

“You are credible, you are
connected, you are re-
spected. And I am amazed
that we’ve not reached out,”
Gen. Anthony Zinni, the for-
mer commander of CENT-
COM,

event

said at a January
in Washington. “No
one is asking for money, for
military support, and guns.
They are asking for a hand
to be reached out, a light to
be shined on what they are

doing.”

Speakers also include for-

sey, Porter Goss, and Mi-{

chael Hayden. Several oth-}%

ers confirmed to The Finan-|
cial Times that they

received cash to speak, in-
cluding John Bolton, former
US ambassador to the UN;
Louis Freeh, former FBI di-
rector; Gen. James Conway,
former Commandant of the
Marine Corps; and Shelton.
"It's a very formidable list,
full of national security ex-
perts, and each of us recog-
nizes the importance of Iran
to US security," P.J. Crow-
ley, the former US State
Dept.

March, who spoke at a June

spokesman until
event in Washington, told
the Monitor.

Among Mr. Crowley's talking
points at State was that the
MEK belonged on the terror-
ism list. He says he was
therefore "deliberately cir-
cumspect" in his speech and
did not take a position on
MEK delisting.

"I was offered a fee to ap-
pear, but what I said were
my own comments, uninflu-

enced by what I was paid,"

said Crowley.

A large-scale operation In
scale and effectiveness at
drawing in big names, this
campaign stands alone, says
Trita Parsi, president of the
National Iranian

American Council

that for

(NIAC), a
group years has
sought to increase the voice of
Iranian-Americans in Washing-

ton and advocated US-Iran

engagement.
The NIAC has launched a
counter-campaign, concerned

that delisting the MEK would
"radicalize" Iran's homegrown
democracy movement, and
"unleash a major force for
war" between the US and

Iran.

"We've never seen this kind of
Parsi. "At
one conference with 10 speak-

money," says Mr.

ers, if they average $50k a
pop, that is half a million dol-

lars just in speaker fees."
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The momentum to remove
the terrorist status "is all
about [the MEK's] ability to
muster a political lobbying
campaign," says Parsi. If
the decision were based on
"the merits of the case, this
would be as

uncontroversial as the four
times that the Bush admini-
stration re-listed them. Four
times. No controversy."

One reason may be the cali-
ber of the MEK’s advocates
today, and their insistence
that they would not back a
group with links to terror-
ism.

For example, Mr. Freeh,
who was in charge during
some of the FBI's investiga-
tions of the MEK in the
1990s, told an MEK-linked
conference in Washington in
March that

"absolutely no credible evi-

there s

dence, we think even on a
classified basis," that justi-
fies the MEK's terrorist list-
ing. He made no mention of
the FBI's 2004 report that
found the MEK “actively in-
volved in planning and exe-
cuting acts of terrorism.”
At a similar event in mid-

July, Mr. Freeh praised the

"bravery" of the MEK for
"leading the fight for free-
dom in Iran. Just as our
military forces fight for free-
dom on the battlefields, you
fight in a more difficult and
much more dangerous
place."

Freeh asked the audience if
such prominent panelists -
which on that day included
Shelton, Dean, Rendell, and
Anita McBride, the former
chief of staff for Laura Bush
- would be there if there
was "even a remote possi-
bility" the MEK were in fact
terrorists.
Raising doubts about
change

But the MEK's history has
raised doubts among Iran
specialists and in US gov-
ernment reporting about its
ability to turn away from
violence after embracing it
for decades.

The MEK was just one popu-
lar faction that toppled the
pro-West Shah in
1979 revolution - but the

only one that assassinated

Iran's

Americans. One MEK song
from the time revels in anti-
US sentiment: “Leave

American, your blood is

[already spilling] on the
ground.”

The MEK lost out in the post-
revolution power struggle;

thousands of its members
were killed. MEK

peaked at a rate of three as-

actions

sassinations and attacks per
day - its propaganda included
how-to assassination guides.
The MEK has claimed respon-
sibility for killing thousands of
Iranians it called “agents of

the regime.”

Among numerous  actions
abroad, in 1982 the MEK
seized the Iranian Interest

Section in Washington, taking
nine people hostage and doing
$500,000 in damage.

On a single day in 1992, the
MEK orchestrated attacks on
12 diplomatic facilities in 10
countries. In New York, the
Iranian Mission to the UN was
“invaded” by five men with
knives, who took three hos-
tages and went on a two-hour
“behind

doors,” according to news re-

rampage chained
ports. In Ottawa, the Iranian
Embassy was "“attacked and
pillaged” by some 55 people
armed with sticks and ham-
mers.

Expelled from Iran in 1981,
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and then evicted from
France, the MEK in 1986 set
up in Iraq where they
"became a wholly owned
subsidiary of Saddam Hus-
sein's regime," according to
Ken Pollack, a former CIA
analyst and National Secu-
rity Council director for Gulf
affairs, in his book "The Per-
sian Puzzle."

Saddam "armed them, paid
them, and sent them on
missions into Iran during
the later stages of the Iran-
Irag War," notes Mr. Pol-
lack, adding that they be-
came "such creatures of the
Iragi regime" that they
helped crush Shiite and
Kurdish revolts in 1991 that
the White House had en-
couraged - actions that to-
day are one reason for en-
anti-MEK

from Iraq’s Shiite-led gov-

during hostility
ernment.

The MEK denies fighting in
Saddam's wars and often
claims it was "independent"
of the Iraqgi dictator's re-
gime, but Pollack's descrip-
tion is confirmed by numer-
ous independent sources.
A US State Dept. report in
1994 dismissed MEK efforts

Nejat newsletter

to reinvent itself. Noting the
MEK’s “dedication to armed
struggle"; the “fact that
they deny or distort sections
of their history, such as the
use of violence”; the

methods” of

and the

“dictatorial
their leadership;
“cult-like behavior of its
members,” the State Dept.
concluded that the MEK'’s
“29-year record of behavior
does not substantiate its
capability or intention to be
democratic.”

That report describes tactics
that foreshadow the MEK's
lobbying campaign today,
16 years later. It notes a
“formidable Mojahidin out-
which
support of

reach program,”
“solicits the
prominent public figures,”
and the “common practice ...
to collect statements issued
by prominent individuals.”

The more recent 2009 RAND
study came to similar con-
clusions. It speaks of the
MEK's "long history of de-
ception," and how it has be-
come "increasingly adept at
crafting ... its image as a
democratic organization that
seeks to bring down Iranian

tyrants."
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When the US invaded Iraq in

2003, it also took ownership

of the sprawling MEK base at
Camp Ashraf, north of Bagh-
dad near the Iranian border.
US forces did not disband the
camp; hawkish talk in Wash-
ington was that the thousands
of MEK militants might be re-
cycled for future use against
Iran.

Who pays?

The sources of funding for the
campaign to rehabilitate the
MEK are not clear, even to US
officials. The Monitor sought
contact with more than a
dozen speakers which, com-
bined with news reports and
official disclosures, paint a pic-
ture of several Iranian-
American groups - some with
past links to the MEK, and all
engaged in pro-MEK activities
effort.
Besides the string of well-

- bankrolling the

attended events at prestigious
American hotels and locations,

and in Paris, Brussels, and
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Berlin, the campaign has
included full-page advertise-
ments in The New York
Times and Washington Post
— which can cost $175,000
apiece - that demand delist-
ing the MEK and protection
of Camp Ashraf.

Several conferences have
been sponsored by Execu-
tiveAction, LLC, whose CEO
Neil Livingstone has long
been active with MEK is-
sues. His company has pro-
duced lengthy reports re-
butting official US positions
on the MEK.

According to his company
website, Mr. Livingstone is
also a member of the Iran
Policy (IPC),
which in 2005 laid out a re-

Committee

gime-change plan for Iran;
its top priority was delisting
the MEK.

An IPC panel in 2007 lists
one speaker as
Jafarzadeh, the MEK
spokesman in Washington
who the RAND report notes
had "directed the MEK's US
lobbying apparatus" until it

Alireza

was designated an FTO. Mr.
Crowley told the Monitor
that Mr. Jafarzadeh - who
today runs a Washington

consultancy and conducts
pro-MEK work - is "the driv-
ing force” behind the cur-
rent campaign.

Mukasey, the former attor-
ney general, was photo-
graphed speaking with
Jafarzadeh at a July 7 hear-
ing on Capitol Hill titled
"Massacre at Camp Ashraf:
Implications for US Policy."
He told the Monitor that
Jafarzadeh was "as far as I
know, liaison to the Iranian-
Americans who attended the
hearing."

Jafarzadeh did not respond
to communications from the
Monitor asking for com-
ment.

Several speakers at MEK-
linked events told the Moni-
tor they were paid by the
Iranian American Commu-
nity of Northern California.
Director Ahmad Moein did
not respond to multiple tele-
phone and e-mail attempts
to reach him; the group’s
website is dedicated to pro-
MEK issues and events.
The California group hired
the powerful Washington
law firm Akin Gump Strauss
Hauer & Feld to lobby on its

behalf to remove the MEK

from the terrorism |list.
Also supplying some funds has
been Colorado's Iranian
American Community, accord-
ing to a disclosure report filed
in early July by Rep. Bob
Filner (D-CA) and posted at
legistorm.com. That group
paid $6,589.62 for six days of
first class travel and lodging
expenses for Rep. Filner to
attend the June MEK rally in
Paris.

The House disclosure form de-
scribes him attending a
"Grand meeting of Iranians in
support of human rights and
democracy for Iran." It makes
no mention of the MEK, nor
meeting Rajavi. In his speech,
Filner said: "I bring you greet-
ings and support from the
Congress of the United States
... I want to congratulate Ma-
dame Rajavi ... we will suc-
ceed."

In 2007, Filner also accepted
$7,949.40 worth of travel to
attend a "rally for Iranian hu-
man rights" in Paris. Both trips
were paid for by Tim Mehdi
Ghaemi of the Colorado group,
according to the required
"Private Sponsor Travel Certi-
fication Form."

In 2004, this Colorado group
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was among 23 C0-Sponsors
of a fundraiser for Iran's
Bam earthquake victims
that turned into a “night of
resistance.” Seventeen were
found to have MEK connec-
tions, including the Colorado
group, according to news
reports at the time. Then-
Richard

delivered a paid

Pentagon adviser
Perle
speech, unaware of the MEK
link. The US government
froze the assets of the pri-
mary sponsor, the Iranian-
American Community of
Northern Virginia.

Such groups are familiar to
US agencies as a means for
MEK supporters to raise and
spend funds, despite the
terrorist designation. The
State Dept. has described
how the MEK "“has formed
associated groups with be-
nign names” to raise cash
and sympathy.

"I am not aware of any ac-
tivities they undertake that
are not MEK-related," says
one US official about these
regional organizations. "I
couldn't begin to count them
all.... They've got so many
shells and fronts among

their organizations that we

can't keep up with them
all."

Camp Ashraf

But a top priority for speak-
ers at pro-MEK events is
Camp Ashraf and its 3,400
occupants, who after years
of military training during
the Saddam era were dis-
armed with a promise of
protection from US com-
manders.
The camp - due to be
closed by the end of the
year - has largely cut itself
off from the outside world,
with restricted access to
telephones, Internet, and
television. MEK

their

satellite
members, identity
documents long ago confis-
cated by the MEK, take part
in frequent self-criticism
sessions and must pledge to
“eternal divorce.”

"Love for the Rajavis was to
replace love for spouses and
family," the 2009
RAND report, which found

that perhaps 70 percent of

notes

the people there "may have
been recruited through de-
ception" and are kept at
Ashraf "against their will."
Severe gender segregation

means that "lines are

W 4d,d 0 cmgh A

painted down the middle of
hallways separating them into
men's and women's sides,"
the RAND report reads. "Even
the gas station at Camp Ash-
raf has separate hours for

men and women."

Prior to 2003, all MEK mem-
bers carried cyanide tablets in
leather pouches around their
according to RAND.
"the MEK fre-

quently used the threat of sui-

necks,

Since then,

cide as a negotiating tactic or
to frustrate investigations."
US officials are trying to con-
vince the MEK to temporarily
shift elsewhere in Iraq before
their

disbanding, pinning

hopes on United Nations
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refugee status and resettle-

ment elsewhere.

Mukasey told the Monitor
that “What is developing [at
Camp Ashraf]

Srebrenica, with US com-

is another

plicity,” because Iragi secu-
rity forces - hostile to the
MEK as past agents of Sad-
dam - have several times in
two vyears engaged in
clashes at the camp, most
recently in April when 34

were killed.

Former Governor Dean told
an MEK-linked audience in
July: "Let's stop the name-
calling and foolishness and
look at this for what it is.
This is genocide, and we will
not have it!" Then he spoke
of broader ambitions: “We
will free the people of Ash-
raf, and we will free the
people of Iran from the tyr-

"

anny of the mullahs.
Still uncertain, however, is
the path that will lead there.
Despite the warning by
many Iran experts that the
MEK belongs on the terror-
ism list, the high-powered
campaign to resurrect the

group carries on.

Also speaking in July, Shel-

ton called the Camp Ashraf
resettlement proposal a
"recipe for ethnic cleansing,"
adding: "Wake up, State
Department! Take the MEK

off the FTO list today."

He said the "10-point pro-

gram and human rights
platform" published by Mrs.
Rajavi "makes it a no-

brainer."

Then Shelton

question: "Why would we

posed the

not want to put the weight
and power of this country
behind an organization that
we know stands for the
same principles we stand
for, and that is the best-
organized, the best-led or-
ganization to take on the
Iranian

current regime?"

By Scott Peterson
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Iraq to resolve the Camp
Ashraf file by end of the
year

Cont.p16

contradiction to the terms of
the Iraqi constitution and most
political communities, but that
some in the United Nations
and the European Union and
U.S. forces are demanding the
survival of the organization
and provide support and sta-
bility to it.

"After clashes earlier between
Iragi security forces and mem-
bers of the Mojahedin-e Khalqg
(aka PMOI) led to the injury of
a number of employees of the
Iragi security forces, the Iraqi
government decided to close
the camp by the end of this
year and called on the Iranian
government to issue amnesty
for the members of this or-

ganization. "

“Referred to as the ‘Camp
Ashraf fighters of the Mojahe-
din-e Khalg on Iraqi soil’, it is
well known that this organiza-
tion is classified as a terrorist
organization and that it is pro-
hibited to have dealings with
it.”

All  Iraq

News, Baghdad,

Translated by Iran Interlink
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MKO must leave Iraq by 2012:

senior Iraqi cleric

By: Mehr News Agency

Leader of the Islamic Supreme Council
of Iragq, Ammar Hakim, has said that
the members of the terrorist Mojahedin
Khalg Organization (MKO) based in Iraq
must leave the country by the end of
2011.

Iraq to resolve the Camp Ashraf file by end of the
year

By: Arabic Media

During a meeting of
the Committee on For-
eign Relations in the
Dutch parliament, For-

eign Minister Hoshyar
Zebari iterated Iraqg's
decision to end the crucial file [Camp Ashraf] by the end
of the year.

A copy of the Foreign Ministry statement received by Al-
IIragNews on Thursday said, "Zebari met yesterday at
the headquarters of the Dutch Parliament Foreign Rela-
tions Committee in which meeting the developments of
the internal situation and the continuous improvement of
the security situation in Iraq were reviewed."

"Interactive dialogue also took place to assess the level
of bilateral relations and areas of cooperation between
the two countries based on political and diplomatic rela-
tions developed between them," noting that "the need to
promote this cooperation to the level of the historical re-
lations between the two countries on the one hand and
to the position of the Netherlands’ outstanding support of
the process of Iraq's political and democratic transforma-
tion that took place on the other was stressed.
The statement continued, "There was a focus on the im-
portance of this cooperation to expand the area of in-
vestment in energy to other issues of economics, trade
and in particular management of water resources, as well
as the importance of working for the creation of better
relations between the Iraqgi Council of Representatives
and the Dutch parliament."

Zebari addressed "the developments and changes taking
place in the Arab region, and that what Iraq has accom-
plished in its changes towards democracy has now be-
come one of the most important demands of the peoples
of the region who seek reform and change."

It is noteworthy that the presence of an Iranian opposi-
tion group in Iraqi territory is in cont.pl15



